


WELCOME 

Thank you for joining us for worship today. We would love for you to be a regular part of what God 
is doing in and through this church. If you have any questions please ask one of our greeters or a 
member of the pastoral staff. To indicate your presence with us, please fill out the form on the back 
page of this program and place it in the offering plate, or give it to a greeter.

VISITORS WITH CHILDREN IN THE SERVICE
Children of all ages are welcome in the worship service.

INFANT NURSERY 
(0-18 months) Please follow signs or ask a greeter.

TODDLER CLASS 
(19-36 months) Please follow signs or ask a greeter.

PARENTS, PLEASE…
• Sign your children into the nursery and toddler rooms using the sign-in sheets
• Label all personal items
• Pick up your children immediately after the service

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Children from three years of age through third grade may be dismissed prior to the sermon for age-
appropriate activities and will return before communion. Of course, children of all ages are welcome to 
remain in the worship area for the entire service. 

AFTER THE SERVICE
Please join us for refreshments in the cafeteria.

COMMUNITY GROUPS
In addition to weekly worship, we offer many small groups that meet during the week in the surround-
ing area. Community Groups are excellent ways to develop genuine relationships with others while 
providing opportunities to investigate Christianity and get involved in local service projects. For a 
complete list of Community Groups, please visit our Web site at www.parkslopechurch.com or call the 
church office at 718.369.7972. 

COVER 
Sun in Winter. Lake Carmel, by Sandhya Reju Boyd
Read more about Sandhya on the inside back cover.

REFLECTION
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I know that I have to move from speaking about Jesus to letting him speak within me, from 
thinking about Jesus to letting him think within me, from acting for and with Jesus to letting 
him act through me. I know the only way for me to see the world is to see it through his eyes.

—Henri J. Nouwen
Jesus and Mary: Finding Our Sacred Center

C. S. Lewis pointed out that if you see through everything, you eventually see nothing. You 
cannot go on “explaining away” forever: you will find that you have explained explanation 
itself away. You cannot go on “seeing through” things forever. The whole point of seeing 
through something is to see something through it. . . . If you see through everything, then 
everything is transparent. But a wholly transparent world is an invisible world. To “see 
through” all things is the same as not to see. Lewis said that what was required was a 
restoration of the innocent eye, the eye that can see with wonder. That is the eye of a child.

—Paul Miller
A Praying Life: Connecting with God in a Distracting World 
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REJOICE, THE LORD IS KINGThe Lord’s Day,  
January 8, 2012

The First Sunday after the Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ1

PRELUDE
GOD CALLS US

CALL TO WORSHIP
Minister: 	 O come, let us worship the Lord
	 and consider what wondrous things God has done:
People:	 The Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star! 
	 O come, let us worship the Lord
	 and consider what wondrous things God has done:
	 The peoples who live in the shadows see a glorious light!
	 O come, let us worship the Lord
	 and consider what wondrous things God has done:
	 The Christ who embodies the Word unveils the hidden plan,
	 making us joint heirs of the promise of salvation through the gospel!
	 O come, let us worship the Lord,
	 for God has done wondrous things!

	 Grace, mercy, and peace
	 from God our Father
	 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
	 And also with you.

HYMNS
Rejoice, the Lord is King
For the Beauty of the Earth
Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus

1 The Church has long used symbolic color in its worship. As the dominating colors of God’s creation change from 
season to season, so do the liturgical colors of the Church calendar.  The sequence of colors is meant to enhance the 
celebratory aspect of worship and to teach the Gospel story throughout the year. In celebration of his baptism, white is 
used because it symbolizes the light, joy, purity, glory and perfection of Jesus Christ.
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Words: Charles Wesley
Music: John Darwall

& 4

4

œ

1.Re -
2.The
3.His
4.Re -

œ
œ

œ
œ

C G/B

joice
Lord
king -
joice

the
Our
dom
in

Lord
Sa -
can -
glor -

is
vior
not
ious

.˙ œ

Am Am/G

King,
reigns,

fail,
hope,

Your
The
He
Our

œ
œ
œ
œ

F Dm

Lord
God
rules
Lord

and
of

o'er
the

King
Truth
earth
Judge

a -
and
and
shall

.˙ œ

G

dore
love

heav'n
come

Re -
When
The
And

&

6

œ
œ

œ
œ

C Am

joice
He

keys
take

give
had
of

His

thanks
purged
death
ser -

and
our
and

vants

œ#
œ

œ
œ

D G

sing,
stains,
hell,
up,

And
He
Are
To

tri -
took
to

their

umph
His
our
e -

˙
˙

G D

ev -
seat
Je -
ter -

er
a -

sus
nal

.˙

G

more
bove
giv'n
home

&

10

œ

Lift

˙
˙

F G

up your

.˙

œ

Am

heart, Lift

œ
œ

œ
œ

G/B F/A

up your voice, re -

&

14

œ
œ

œ
œ

F C/E Dm F

joice, a - gain I

˙
˙

Gsu s G

say re -

.˙

C

joice

Public Domain

Rejoice, the Lord Is King
Words by Charles Wesley
Music by John Darwall
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For the Beauty of the Earth
Words by Folliott S. Pierpoint
Music by Conrad Kocher

Capo I

4. For the Church that evermore, 
Lifteth holy hands above
Offering up on every shore, 
Her pure sacrifice of love

5. For Thyself best gift divine, 
To our race so freely given
For that great, great love of Thine
Peace on earth and joy in Heaven
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’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Words by Louisa Stead
Music by William Kirkpatrick

Chorus:

FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH

4 5

Words: Folliott S. Pierpoint
Music: Conrad Kocher

TIS SO SWEET TO TRUST IN JESUS Words: Louisa Stead
Music: William Kirkpatrick



CONFESSION OF SIN (unison)
God of the Bethlehem star,
everyone is searching for your light
shining in the face of Christ.
The Magi sought Christ simply to worship him.
But Herod sought him to appease his jealous anger.
We confess that our motives in seeking Jesus are not pure.
We do not come simply to worship:
we come to Christ, asking his benefits of reassurance, health, wealth; 
asking him to fulfill the hundred petitions
for not-so-important requests that we heap before him.
But the Magi sought first the kingdom.
Help us, God, to follow their example,
putting our own need in perspective,
worshiping the Christ in love, content to be in your presence,
and laying our gifts before you.
Then may we journey, trusting that your goodness and light
will accompany us all the days of our life.  Amen.

—based on Matthew 2:1-16; 6:33

PRIVATE CONFESSION

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT & DECLARATION OF PARDON
Minister:	 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 	
	 in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him 
	 while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the 	
	 light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
	 Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
	 —1 John 1:5-7, NRSV

People:	� Thanks be to God.

WORDS OF WELCOME
Minister: 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: 	 And also with you.

The people greet one another, followed by news of the church’s life.

6 7

PRAYER OF ADORATION (concluded by the following prayer in unison)
Almighty Lord God,
you gave your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the light of the world: 
We praise and magnify your holy name that in him
you have revealed the wonder of your saving love to all people. 
With those of old who brought their tribute to his feet, 
confessing him as King of heaven and earth,
we now present the worship of our grateful hearts,
asking you to give us grace to give ourselves to you,
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

DOXOLOGY (sung in unison)
All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises. Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on him cast your care.
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness.
O Praise him. Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One.
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOD CLEANSES US
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O THE DEEP, DEEP LOVE
OF JESUS

Words: Samuel Trevor Francis
Music: Trad. Welsh MelodySCRIPTURE LESSON: Psalm 72

	 1	 Give the king your justice, O God,
			   and your righteousness to the royal son! 
	 2 	May he judge your people with righteousness,
			   and your poor with justice! 
	 3 	Let the mountains bear prosperity
			   for the people,
			   and the hills, in righteousness! 
	 4 	May he defend the cause
			   of the poor of the people,
			   give deliverance to the children of the needy,
			   and crush the oppressor! 
	 5   May they fear you while the sun endures,
			   and as long as the moon, 
			   throughout all generations! 
	 6 	May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
			   like showers that water the earth! 
	 7 	 In his days may the righteous flourish,
			   and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
	 8   May he have dominion from sea to sea,
			   and from the River to the ends of the earth! 
	 9	 May desert tribes bow down before him,
			   and his enemies lick the dust! 
	 10	May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands
			   render him tribute;
		  may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
			   bring gifts! 
	 11 	May all kings fall down before him,
			   all nations serve him! 

	 12	For he delivers the needy when he calls,
			   the poor and him who has no helper. 
	 13	He has pity on the weak and the needy,
			   and saves the lives of the needy. 
	 14	From oppression and violence 
			   he redeems their life,
			   and precious is their blood in his sight. 
	 15	Long may he live;
			   may gold of Sheba be given to him!
		  May prayer be made for him continually,
			   and blessings invoked for him all the day! 
	 16	May there be abundance of grain in the land;
			   on the tops of the mountains may it wave;
			   may its fruit be like Lebanon;
		  and may people blossom in the cities
			   like the grass of the field! 
	 17	May his name endure forever,
			   his fame continue as long as the sun!
		  May people be blessed in him,
			   all nations call him blessed! 
	 18	Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
			   who alone does wondrous things. 
	 19	Blessed be his glorious name forever;
			   may the whole earth be filled with his glory!
		  Amen and Amen! 
	 20	The prayers of David, the son of Jesse,
			   are ended.

	 Reader: The Word of the Lord.
	 People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus (page 9)

During the following hymn, children age three through third grade may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
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O The Deep, Deep Love Of Jesus
Words by Samuel Trevor Francis
Music Traditional Welsh Melody
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SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 13:10-17, 31-35, 44-46
	 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 And he answered 
them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not 
been given. 12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from 
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables, 
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 Indeed, in their 
case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:
	 “‘“You will indeed hear but never understand,
		  and you will indeed see but never perceive.”
	 15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,
		  and with their ears they can barely hear,
		  and their eyes they have closed,
	 lest they should see with their eyes
		  and hear with their ears
	 and understand with their heart
		  and turn, and I would heal them.’
	 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 
and did not hear it.
	 31	He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard 
seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is 
larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 
in its branches.”
	 33	He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in 
three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”
	 34	All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a 
parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:
	 “I will open my mouth in parables;
		  I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.”
	 44	“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
	 45	“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOD SPEAKS WITH US 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In the waters of baptism, the church is called to be God’s family, to minister to one another and
to serve the world. Therefore we pray for ourselves, for one another, and for all those in need
of our prayers.

Leader:	 Grant, Almighty God,
	 that all who confess your name may be united in your truth, 
	 live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
	 [Silence]
	 Lord, in your mercy, 
People:	 hear our prayer.   
Leader:	 Guide the people of this land,
	 and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace,
	 that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
	 [Silence]
	 Lord in your mercy,
People:	 hear our prayer.
Leader:	 Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
	 that we may use its resources rightly
	 in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
	 [Silence]
	 Lord in your mercy,
People:	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:	 Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; 
	 give them courage and hope in their troubles,
	 and bring them the joy of your salvation.
	 [Silence]
	 Lord in your mercy,
People:	 hear our prayer.
Leader:	 For those who are sick in body, mind, and spirit, 
	 for those who are hungry and homeless, 
	 for those who are dying or bereaved, 
	 and for all those in need of our prayers [especially…], 
	 let us pray to the Lord. 
People:	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:	 For the saints who have gone before us in the faith 
	 and are now at rest,
	 we give thanks to the Lord. 
	 And for all the saints on earth 
	 who surround us in a great fellowship of love,
	 let us pray to the Lord. 
People:	 Lord, hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with, “For this,
O Lord, we pray” and all responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”
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OFFERTORY
The offering is a way for members and friends of Park Slope Presbyterian Church to support the church’s mission 
and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no compulsion to give.

If you would prefer to make your gift online, please visit http://www.parkslopechurch.com/give/make-a-gift/ to 
arrange one-time or recurring donations.

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  and of all things visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
  begotten of his Father before all worlds,
  God of God, Light of Light,
  very God of very God,
  begotten, not made; of one substance with the Father.
  Through him all things were made.
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
  He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified;
  he spoke by the prophets.
  And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
  we acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; 
  we look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

GOD COMMUNES WITH US 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & CONSECRATION
Minister:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And also with you.
Minister:	 Lift up your hearts!
People: 	 We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Minister:	 With joy we praise you, gracious God,
	 for you have created heaven and earth,
	 made us in your image, and kept covenant with us— even when we fell into sin. We give 	
	 you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came as the light of the world to show us your 	
	 way of truth in parables and miracles. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with your 	
	 people on earth and all the company of heaven, who forever sing to the glory of your Name:

The minister continues this prayer, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer in unison (next page).

[The prayer continues with the hymn below.]

SERMON	 Pastor Brown
Having Eyes to See: Parables of Jesus

“The Kingdom of God is Like…”
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Minister:	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of the faith:
People:	 Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD & THE CUP
Park Slope Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians—those who are trusting in Jesus Christ for  

salvation and who are members of congregations that proclaim the gospel—to receive the Holy Communion with us.

We will be coming forward to receive the Holy Communion. Those unable to receive Communion (including children 
who have not been examined and approved by the Session) may cross their hands over their chest and will receive a 
blessing from the minister (or you may simply stay in your seat). If you cannot receive wine, non-alcoholic grape juice 
is available in the outer ring of the trays.

SILENT PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Please guide me, teach me, and open to me the 
reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you 
promise. Amen.

PRAYER OF BELIEF
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weak and sinful, but through you I am loved and accepted. I thank you for  
taking my place in death in order to offer me forgiveness and renewal. Knowing that you have been raised from 
the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from every false satisfaction 
to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow 
you in life.  Amen.

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT TO GOD’S PEOPLE
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in your church. 
Grant that I may take the steps necessary to be one with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit.  Amen.

HIS LOVE CAN NEVER FAIL

1. I do not ask to see the way 
My feet will have to tread; 
But only that my soul may feed 
Upon the living Bread. 
‘Tis better far that I should walk 
By faith close to His side; 
I may not know the way I go, 
But oh, I know my Guide.

Refrain 
His love can never fail, His love can never fail, 
My soul is satisfied to know His love can never fail. 
My soul is satisfied to know His love can never fail.

2. And if my feet would go astray, 
They cannot, for I know 
That Jesus guides my falt’ring steps, 
As joyfully I go. 
And tho’ I may not see His face, 
My faith is strong and clear, 
That in each hour of sore distress 
My Savior will be near.	  
Refrain

3. I will not fear, tho’ darkness come 
Abroad o’er all the land, 
If I may only feel the touch 
Of His own loving hand. 
And tho’ I tremble when I think 
How weak I am, and frail, 
My soul is satisfied to know 
His love can never fail.  
Refrain

Words: E.S. Hall
Music: Christopher Miner

THOU LOVELY SOURCE OF TRUE DELIGHT

1. Thou lovely source of true delight 
Whom I unseen adore 
Unveil Thy beauties to my sight 
That I might love Thee more, 
Oh that I might love Thee more.

2. Thy glory o’er creation shines 
But in Thy sacred Word 
I read in fairer, brighter lines 
My bleeding, dying Lord, 
See my bleeding, dying Lord

3. ’Tis here, whene’er my comforts droop 
And sin and sorrow rise 
Thy love with cheering beams of hope 
My fainting heart supplies, 
My fainting heart’s supplied

4. But ah! Too soon the pleasing scene 
Is clouded o’er with pain 
My gloomy fears rise dark between 
And I again complain, 
Oh and I again complain

5. Jesus, my Lord, my life, my light 
Oh come with blissful ray 
Break radiant through the shades of night 
And chase my fears away, 
Won’t You chase my fears away

6. Then shall my soul with rapture trace 
The wonders of Thy love 
But the full glories of Thy face 
Are only known above, 
They are only known above

Words: Anne Steele, Kevin Twit
Music: Kevin Twit
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)
Gracious God, we thank you for the love that brings us food from heaven, gives us the life of your 
dear Son, and assures us that we belong to the company of all his faithful people in heaven and 
on earth. Grant that, strengthened by this fellowship and by the power of his Holy Spirit, we may 
continue his work in the world, until we come to the glory of your eternal kingdom; through the 
same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen.
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When I Survey
the Wondrous Cross Words by Isaac Watts

Music by Lowell MasonWords: Isaac Watts
Music: Lowell MasonWHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS

GOD COMMISSIONS US

BENEDICTION
Minister:	 God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the presence of 
	 his Spirit. Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you and 
	 make you a manifestation of his life. And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in the 
	 fullness of power, empower you to live a life of faith. To the glory of God, Father, Son, 
	 and Holy Spirit.
People:	 Thanks be to God!	

POSTLUDE

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service to pray with you or to answer your  

questions about the Christian faith or Park Slope Presbyterian Church.

Hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission Publications). Used by permission.
Sanctus ©1995 Tom Jennings; used by permission. Copyrighted songs covered under CCLI #1250499.

SERMON SERIES

Epiphany Season	

JAN	 8	 1 Epiphany	 Having Eyes to See: Parables of Jesus

			   Matthew 13 “The Kingdom of God is Like…”

	 15	 2 Epiphany	 Luke 18:1-8 “The Persistent Widow”

	 22	 3 Epiphany	 Matthew 20:1-16 “The Generous Employer”

	 29	 4 Epiphany	 Matthew 18:21-35 “The Unforgiving Servant”

FEB	 5	 1 Epiphany	 Luke 16:1-9 “The Dishonest Manager”

	 12	 2 Epiphany	 Luke 18:9-17 “The Pharisee and the Tax Collector”

	 19	 3 Epiphany	 Matthew 22:1-14 “The Wedding Feast”
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PARK SLOPE GROUPS:

President St. 
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00, weekly
President St. @ 8th Ave.
Doug Hamilton, rdhamilton_ra@msn.com

First St. 
Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00, weekly
6th Ave. @ 1st St.
Ethan Campbell, ecampbell@tkc.edu

Center Slope 
Mondays, 8:00-9:30, bi-weekly
6th Ave. @ 2nd St.
Ryan Simms, rlsimms@gmail.com

14th St. 
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00, bi-weekly
14th St. @ 7th Ave.
Jonathan Small, jojosmall@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Community Groups are small gatherings designed to foster Christian community and spiritual growth through
regular fellowship, prayer, Bible study, and service. They are a principal way we as a church care for one another 
and our neighbors. If you would like to visit any of our groups, please e-mail the respective leader and request
more specific directions and information.

COMMUNITY GROUP SERVING
NEXT SUNDAY MORNING, JAN. 15TH: Sunset Park (Tom Eaton)

Jan. 22nd - President Street & Windsor Terrace (Doug Hamilton & Marc Choi)

Jan. 29th - Fourteenth Street (Jonathan Small)

OUTLYING NEIGHBORHOODS GROUPS:

Prospect Heights North 
Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00,weekly
Dean St. @ Carlton Ave.
Marc Choi, marcchoi@parkslopechurch.com

Prospect Heights South 
Sundays, 4:00-5:30, bi-weekly
St. Johns Pl. @ Washington Ave.
Sean and Sandhya Boyd, srejuboyd@gmail.com

Windsor Terrace 
Thursdays, 7:30-9:00, weekly
East 4th St. @ Greenwood Ave.
Marc Choi, marcchoi@parkslopechurch.com

Boerum Hill 
Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00, weekly
Pacific St. @ Nevins St.
Mike Masters, masters8@earthlink.net

Bay Ridge 
Thursdays, 7:00-8:30, weekly
Madeleine Ct. @ 68th St. 
Amy Bowser, amyann106@yahoo.com

Sunset Park 
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00, weekly
58th St. @ 5th Ave.
Tom Eaton, tmeaton@earthlink.net

Brooklyn Heights 
Saturdays or Sundays, TBD 
Furman St @ Pier 6 
Jenni Kim, jennijkim@yahoo.com

Prospect-Lefferts 
TBD 
Sterling St. @ Rogers Ave.  
Megan Prince megprince@gmail.com

Ft. Greene / Clinton Hill / Bed Stuy
For community groups in these 
areas, please contact 
admin@christchurchclintonhill.com

PSPC ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION TO PARK SLOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—BEGINS TODAY
Are you looking for more information about PSPC? Do you want to become a member? Then join us for our Intro. 
Class and learn what makes our church tick. We’ll be meeting at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings for four weeks, 
beginning today. For more information, please email the church office at admin@parkslopechurch.com.

PARK SLOPE ARMORY WOMEN’S SHELTER WORK DAY—JANUARY 14TH, 9 AM-1 PM
Please join us in lending CAMBA a hand at the Armory Shelter (8th Ave. between 14th and 15th streets) as they 
prepare for a very important facility inspection end of January. All shelters must pass this inspection in order to 
continue to receive necessary support. Helping for all or part of the work day is welcome. Contact Pastor Brian 
to RSVP, briansteadman@parkslopechurch.com.

POTLUCK LUNCH—JANUARY 15TH
Please join us immediately after the worship service on Sunday, January 15th, 2011 for a potluck lunch in the 
school cafeteria. Please plan to bring a dish to share or, feel free to grab a pizza or just stick around, as plenty of
food and drinks will be provided. For more information about future pot-lucks and other social events, please 
contact Julie Oaks.

SAVE THE DATE—JANUARY 20TH!
A benefit concert for the Ethiopia ACT Project featuring musicians from our own church network will be held Friday, 
January 20th. Please save the date and look for more details to follow!

BLESSING THE ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA AIDS CARE TREATMENT PROJECT
As our short term mission team prepares to leave for Addis Ababa on February 17th, there are a number of ways 
everyone can pitch in to help. First, please pray for the team as they prepare and the efficacy of the Project. 
Second, consider making a financial gift that will offset the cost of the trip. Third, plan to donate any of the following 
materials that will be delivered to the Project by our team. All donations may be placed in the marked bin near the 
coffee station through February 12th:

Acetominophen, Acetominophen children’s chewables, adult multi-vitamins w/minerals, antifungal cream, artificial 
tears, B complex vitamins, cough drops, ibuprofen, hemorrhoid suppositories, hydrocortisone cream, Naproxyn, 
Pseudaphed, Robitussin DM (generic equivalent), TUMS, Alcohol wipes, Dandruff shampoo, reading glasses, Vaseline 
in small tubes, sanitary napkins, hotel size bar soap, body lotion, snack size zip lock bags, Batteries 2032, Batteries 
2025, blue ballpoint pens, sticky note pads, AA batteries, ladies skirts--need to be on longish side, gently used flat 
bedsheets, small fleece blankets, pens, pencils, erasers, pencil sharpeners (individual), lollipops, water paints.

20/20 PROJECT 2012 PLANNING
Please join the 20/20 Project on Saturday, February 4th from 4 PM-7 PM to pray and plan for the upcoming year. 
For more information and to RSVP please email Judy Hilkey at jhilkey@ccny.cuny.edu.

NEW CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CHECK-IN
Beginning in January, our children’s ministry will be implementing a computerized check-in system to improve 
security and parent/volunteer communication during the worship service. Visit www.parkslopechurch.com/
announcement/new-childrens-ministry-check-in/to view a short video demonstrating how it works.

PSPC ACTIVITIES FOR YOUTH
Encourage your junior or senior high kids to participate in Bible studies and regular fellowship events offered for this 
age group. For more information, girls may contact Carolyn Hunter, carolynprahl@yahoo.com. Boys may contact 
Will Newbrander, william_newbrander@yahoo.com.

(Announcements continue on following page)
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COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Children’s Ministry: At every child’s baptism, we take a vow as a congregation to assist parents in raising them 
to know and love Jesus. One of the key ways you can serve your church family in this way is to volunteer to be a 
Children’s Ministry teacher or volunteer. Currently the Children’s Ministry is particularly in need of teachers during 
Children’s Church for the three-year old - third grade classes. For more information or to sign up, contact Katie 
Hautamaki, katie.m.hautamaki@gmail.com.

More opportunities to serve can be found at parkslopechurch.com/serve/community-service.

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP FOR 2012—JOIN US JANUARY 8TH!
Are you looking for the opportunity to:

• Study the Bible in greater depth?
• Discuss and apply the scripture in community?
• Receive same-gender accountability on a weekly basis?
• Practice in the disciplines that lead to spiritual growth? 
• Gain a greater vision and ability to serve your neighbor?

If any or all of these describe you, keep reading!

This year, Park Slope Presbyterian Church has been offering a new format for adult discipleship. Our goal is to 
foster the maturity of our church community, and we believe the most effective means to that end is the active study 
of, meditation on and obedience to scripture within community. To that end, we will be using
a format designed to immerse us communally in scripture and to help and encourage us in practical obedience.

Our new session of these courses will begin January 8th, and will continue through March 25th. A few 
changes are being made in the new semester to enable as many people to participate as possible. January 8th 
and each subsequent first Sunday of the month will be open to all who wish to participate in a large group study 
and discussion, even if not previously signed up. On these weeks, special activity-based classes will be offered 
for children! Those who wish to engage the material further may then sign up to participate  small, single-gender 
discipleship group of three to four people. Each group will meet together at John Jay High School from 9:30 AM to 
10:15 AM on the second, third, and fourth Sundays of each month. Those with children will have the opportunity 
to leave their children in Sunday School during that time. A guide e-mailed each week will facilitate each group’s 
discussion. The guides will be based on the book of Jonah, and will lend dimension to and expand the larger group 
study taking place on the first week of each month (see below). These guides are a strongly suggested course for 
the discussion, but each group is free to improvise as the needs of the group dictate. In these groups, everyone 
will be encouraged to read and memorize portions of scripture, as well as honestly seek to be obedient to those 
scriptures with the community, sometimes in creative and risky ways.

Each participant will be asked to commit to a relational covenant and be asked to participate for the entire 
session, from January 8th to March 25th. The session will culminate with a breakfast on Sunday, March 25th. The 
breakfast will provide an opportunity to celebrate together the ways God has been at work in our lives over the 
previous three months. 

Please note that there is no fee for this session of adult discipleship.

For any further questions, or to sign up, please email Amy Bowser, amybowser@parkslopechurch.com

GIVING UPDATE AS OF 11/30/11
Year to Date Giving: $459,492
Year to Date Budgeted Expenses: $490,322
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DAILY WORSHIP RESOURCES
Please use your bulletin as a personal, family or group worship 
resource for prayers, hymns and readings this week. The scripture 
readings below are part of a two-year cycle that will take you
through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice and
the Psalms frequently.

1 Epiphany

SUNDAY
Evening: 	Ps. 111,112,113	 Matthew 1:18-25

MONDAY
Morning:	Psalms 1, 2, 3	 Genesis 2:4-25	 Hebrews 1
Evening:	 Psalms 4, 7	 John 1:1-18

TUESDAY
Morning:	Psalms 5, 6	 Genesis 3	 Hebrews 2:1-10
Evening:	 Psalms 10, 11	 John 1:19-28

WEDNESDAY
Morning:	Psalm 119:1-24	 Genesis 4:1-16	 Hebrews 2:11-18
Evening:	 Ps. 12, 13, 14	 John 1:29-42

THURSDAY
Morning:	Psalm 18:1-20	 Genesis 4:17-26	 Hebrews 3:1-11
Evening:	 Psalm 18:21-50	 John 1:43-51

FRIDAY
Morning:	Psalms 16, 17	 Genesis 6:1-8	 Hebrews 3:12-19
Evening:	 Psalm 22	 John 2:1-12

SATURDAY
Morning:	Psalms 20, 21	 Genesis 6:9-22	 Hebrews 4:1-13
Evening:	 Ps. 110, 116, 117	John 2:13-22

SUNDAY
Morning:	Ps. 148,149,150	 Genesis 7:1-10,17-23	 Ephesians 4:1-16

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon 

you, and grant that they may know and understand what things 

they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to 

accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH
Russ Kapusinski [Diane] Church Planter, Chula Vista, California

ELDERS
Park Slope Presbyterian Church is a mission 
church of the Metro New York Presbytery and  
is granted oversight by a temporary session of 
the Presbytery. The members of the session  
are the Rev. Craig Higgins, the Rev. David 
Bisgrove, the Rev. Randy Lovelace, Kirk Balzer 
and Phil Petronis.

COVER 
Sun in Winter. Lake Carmel
by Sandhya Reju Boyd

Sandhya Reju Boyd is a New Jersey native
whose goal of reaching all seven continents 
has taken her to some of the most beautiful 
and exotic places in the world, including 
India and Antarctica. Her photography is 
characterized by a graphic style and features 
images from her travels around the world. 
Sandhya lives with her family in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn,  is a member of Park Slope 
Presbyterian Church, and the Director of 
Brooklyn Jubilee.

See www.srboydphotography.com
for more of her work.



CONTACT INFORMATION

Please use this page to indicate your presence 
with us or to make us aware of any changes in 
your contact information.

       Visitor

       Second-Time Visitor

       Regular Attendee

       Member

Name:                                                 

Spouse:                                               

Children (Ages):
                                             	                

                                                            

Address:                                              

                                                            

Home Phone:                                      

Work Phone:                                        

E-mail:                                                 

__ add me to the e-newsletter list

If you have concerns for which you’d like us to 
pray, please write them in the space below and 
submit them in the offering collection.
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CONTACT US

Office Location/Hours:
174 Prospect Park West, #1L 
Brooklyn, NY 11215
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
9 AM – 5 PM.

Phone: 718.369.7972
Fax: 718.369.7974

www.parkslopechurch.com
admin@parkslopechurch.com

Worship Location:
John Jay High School
237 7th Avenue, betw. 4th and 5th Sts.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
Sundays, 10:30 AM

Organizing Pastor 
The Reverend Matthew Brown 
mattbrown@parkslopechurch.com

Assistant Pastor 
The Reverend Brian Steadman 
briansteadman@parkslopechurch.com

Pastoral Intern 
Marc Choi 
marcchoi@parkslopechurch.com

Music Director 
Steve Grzeskowiak 
krackedlenz@msn.com

Director of Spiritual Formation 
Amy Bowser 
amybowser@parkslopechurch.com

Children’s Ministry Director 
Katie Hautamaki 
katie.m.hautamaki@gmail.com

Worship Operations 
Ray Diaz 
jdiaz964@yahoo.com

Community Groups 
Brian Steadman 
briansteadman@parkslopechurch.com

Mercy Team 
Debbie Wells 
dsw0502@gmail.com

Events 
Julie Oaks 
julesoaks@gmail.com

Office Manager 
Amy Bowser 
admin@parkslopechurch.com

Community Service 
Brian Steadman 
briansteadman@parkslopechurch.com


